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PUT DOWN THA MUSKET., SAM !
Prom FANTASY WAR BULLETIN, Voi:2 No:1 ....-
"At any rate I hope you will not fo:ijlow McIl-
¥ain‘s example and inform Johnny Burke that I
am not worth writing to. This after picading
for articles for GARGOYLE: Common poliitenesns
demands a persona’. notification at lieast.”

From FANTASY WAR BULLETIN, Voil:Z NO.2 ccososes
“T wrote to McIlwain, wrote to him several
times. In return I got a i page note implor-
ing me to write something for GARGOYLE at onca
At terrific personal inconvenience I complied ,
and heard nothing thereafter until the afore-
mentioned notification from J¥B. ©Sic Erat!,
Don't ask me why the articies were wanted tout
de nuite - GARGOY!E still has not appeared."

Thus C.S. Youd.

Sam appecars to be worried over three things:
the fact that | had not written to him for a
long time. Johnny Burke's accusation as in
ffirst quotation, and the non-appearance of
GARGOYIE. Now it so happenz that these name
three pointg arec also a great worry to me, &
in this pamphiet I hore to astraighten the
situation out a iittie.

Being a lethargic sort of bloke 1 naturally
hate to see well meaning foiks getting over-
heated about some petty 1littie point of fan
etiquette. I also object to having my name
dragged into the contemporary fan press all
covered in filth, but that doean't matter so



much; because the tiilth is theirs, not mine.

I say now, quite definitely, without hesit.-
ation that Johnny Burke's accusation that I
informed him that Sam was "not worth writing
to" is a lie. There is no hasis of fact what.-
soever in this fabrication. I am gurprised am
hurt that the originator of this spot of siani-
er shouid bhe John Burke - my feliow conspirator
and swing fan these past six or seven years.
Sam cannot be btliamed - though one might have
expected a greater degree of leveli-headedness
with less personal animosity from a fan so re-
nouned. He might, for instance, have taken
the trouble to check up on this statement of
Burke's, and find out just how far it was true
if true at all. But instead he chose to pub-
licise the lirel. So be it. I repeat that it
is untrue.

And as to my not having acknowlicdged his last
letter (plus two very excellent articies for
GARGOYIE) -~ I piead guilty, and do apoiogise
sincerely. But there are others besides Sam.

a fact which he appears to have overlooked. I
R130 apoiogise to the following fans to whom

I have -not written since last April or there:
abouts:- ZFric Williams, Doug Webster, D.R.
Smith, Will Temple; Roland Forster, Eric Hop-
kins: Eric Needham. Harold Chibbett, James
Rathbone, R.G. Medhurst, Mike Rosenbium, Julian
Parr, L.V, Heald, Maurice Hanson, Arthur Clarke
Louis Kusian, Harry Warner, Doc Lowndes, 4sj
Ackerman; and R.D. Swisher. If there are oth
ers whom I have not included in this iist. I
trugt they will forgive the omission-

Thus Sam is but one among many who have cuf
ffered or tencfited (depending on the view-
point) i'rom my iong silence. He is not unique
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But perhaps Johnny would insist that I consi.
ered ALL the above named fans "not worth wri

ing to". ®?? Surely it is unnecessary for m.
to offer defengze against a-hypothetical asser
tion s0 vtteriy ridiculious!

With the exception of Sam, none of the above
tans have complained at all about my shameful
laxity - much iess attempted to spread chi ld-
ish untruths over vandom. But then, they were
not recipienis o, Burke's "information”-

The explanation of the whole business (with

the exception of Burke's apparent mendacity.
which is as unprecedented and incredible as it
is inexpiicablie) 1ies in the fact that during
the past three or four months I have been '
wholly invoived in certain activities which 1
have finally resuited in my engagement to a

very lovely girli. Do you biame me fou drep-
ping out of fandom for a time? Would you i 'ame
anybody? Even rans must how to Nature - oc-
casionally.

Az a regult of that lapse, the third issue of
GARGOYLE did not appear on time - although
half completed. It has not appeared yct -
and it is stiill half completed. It has hecun
abondoned. A new GARGOYIE will appear to re-
piace it: a iarger, botier GARGOYLE. It will
be publisiicd 5001:, Hitlior willing And thanks
are due gsolely to-Reggie Potter, a new active
fiverpool fan, who has undertaken to Gupii-
cate the magazine. Thanks also to Ronnie
Holmes who introduced Reggie to fandom, and
arranged for the production of GARGOYLE under
new hands. The credit is entirely theirs. I
am just the guy who thumps the typewritiol
adopts the flattering - too fiattering -



titie of *editor™.

In conciusion I repeat that the blame for the
mfair accusations in his Bulletin lies not
vith Sam. To put it crudely: if one guy teils
another guy that some other guy has insulted
iim,; then the second guy is hound to be sore.
And if the first guy is 1lying, or has made a
mistake; thenboth the other guys are sore. Sam
is sore: I am sore. What about Johnny?

What about it Johnny? 1Is it all a siily mis-
understanding? You should know. I appeal to
you to set things right: you are the one to

do it. PFandom in wartime Britain is riven
enough without feuwds. We must have unity, not
division; and that cannot te acheived where
there is misunderatanding, misrepresentation,
animosity and division. There are no bad fans:
there are only misunderstood fans.

So I leave it at that. I have presented my
case, and though I must confess that it is

not a very good one. yet it is sincere. Never
again must I let my obligations to fandom slide.
With the appearance of the new GARGOYIE I hope
to maintain normai contact with British and
American fans, as in the past before my lapse;
not by fighting the distractions and attract-
jons of the outside world, but by acheiving a
compromise. One must find time for all things.
And as for the place --- that will undoubted ly

be the air-raid shelter-
DPave Mcliwain.

---------------
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(We thought that if we printed this department
here, it would leave more space for articles
in CARGOYLE. Do you approve? -ed.)

RATING RESULTS:- Here are the regsults of
the merit ratings for the second issue of GG...

¥iat Truth {(Temple' —9 26 Vox Fanop.-#3:75
Review (A.C.Ciarke)-7:53 Cover.-7:53 "
Conreacions (R. o imes)-6: :93 ‘B F. F Wnn {(Guess
Who? ' -6:73 Round & About -6:%4 1 Meet a

Famous Man (E.T Wililams)-6:32 Story Behind
the Story (D.R. Smith)-6:13 Haeck's Psa.m.-6;11

The average rating Tor the whole issue was
7:3199. against 6:69 for the previous issue,
an increage of 0:50.
GUEzg wiO 2?7?72

' The mystery author of “The
Science Fictiorn Fan' in the last issue of GG
wan . of course, D.R. Smith. 9Of the rating
slips returned. only a few beore any attecmpt
at identification. Heras are the resultg:---

P.R.8mith - £ 7otes. Maurice Hanson - 2 votes.
D. ¥cIiwein - 2 votes, Burke, Williams, Youd,
Medahurst and fowndes -~ 1 vote each. Also one

vote each ror Wetster, Wantacynic nnd Camcron-
Smith netted 35i% of the wvotes, and the two
next highest 11: 7% each.-
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D.R, SMITH:- What is this rash thing you
haze done? Publishing an article o mine
without my name attached to it! /~The Science-
Piction Fan" in the Jagt issue of GG Sureiy
you knew that :t is oniy the hypnotic power

of the syilabicsg D.R.Smith that intimidates
the rabh ie who warship me into giving me con-
sistently good marks. Unlegs everybody recog-
nis2a the touch of the master in the articie, -
gsome may binspheme and not give due regard to
the thing. fBinavhemy there was, 0 Most
High, and in (enr and Tremb IIng we have dared
o teomir~h Thine c.os with some of the most
tiasphemoug b iasvhemies of the b lnaphemera/
ERIC HOPKINS. - 1t's not subtie enough ior
Swith (alec.ys hoping that it's meant to he);
it might be Eric CW.. then again it might not,
or even Medhurst - perhaps yourselif, and I'd
suggest even Maurice ifhe werc'nt satisrlying
his aesthetic soul in France-

MAURICE WANASQN:-- The writer I wouid judze to
be Eric Hoprins. or possibly Cameron, Robb or
Rathtone.

DOUG i3 WEBSTER.- *The S-F fan” -- from the
atyie I chouid really be inclined to zay Doc
fowndes .

ERIC S. NEEDIM - T guega at Doc Lowndes as
the mystery vriter.

RON HOIMKS - "S-F wan" worat of the iot: 1
think the author ig either Fantacynie, Don J-,
or yoursclf, and 1 nave my suspicions that
they are all one and the same.




/But weep not. O Most High, for semebody loves
Thee..... . s
JULTAN PARR:- Hooray D.R. Smith - hip. hipf
Engiand would not he the same without himi

WiLL TEMPLE:~- Ron Hoimes little piece was am-
using. and I wagc intrigued enough to attempt
to discover what the father said when he A%4@03”
3v%&"-ed. 1 guessed it was the “Shift Key Ci-
pher® which is done by using the shift alter-
native to the letters of the real message on
the typewriter keyboard. But the result on
my typewriter appeared thus:- a.®@40357Z --- so0
I gathered that the cipher depends also upon
the make of the typewriter, and mine isn't

the same as Ron's. Unless. of course,; that
twerp has speit it wrong as usualy ::: I just
want to bleat a protest about "The Warp and
the woof". Arthur's a Warp. certainly, but
the other accusation isn‘t a Woof. To think
that we entertained Eric Hopkins under our

own woof and gave him tea! Never again:! He
is l1ike the boy who cried woof once too often.

ERIC WILLIAMS:- Best thing in the whole issaue
was the 'Fiat Truth” by W.F.Temple, Esq. :::

I think that this is the best thing Will has
ever written for a fammag. If he ever does
write a book about it all, please undertake

to publish it per Weinbaum Vol: at 1d per copy-

ROLAND FORSTER:- “Vox Fanopoli"” is welcame.
Taven't you gone a little astray in the title
though? 1 take it that the nominative of the
word is "Fanopolis", in which case the gen-
jtive shouid also be "Fanopolis", not "Fanopoli"

SAM YOUD:- *Vox Fanopoli" -- I shoulid iike to
draw your attention to the fact that the title

S
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who can consistently beat me is Har-

is wrong. In the firqt place; "vox" is latin
while "poiis” is a Greek noun. If vox in re-
tained you must have "Vox Panurbis®. That
docsn't sound so good. so we might ag well tey
the Greek "phoney” instead of "vox". But™pol-
is” is nominative, and the genitive is reguir-
ed Thus it would be "Phaney Fanopo ieos". . How
about it? ~/We have decided upon the lesser
of the two evi.s: see title of this depart
ment now/ ::: My method of teeth clienning is
much more efficient than you wouid make out.

I hang them outside the front porch at night
and allow the wind to whistlie through them.
This not only cleans the dentures; but also
provides iate-night music “or the neighrours-

ARTHUR CIARKE:-- No:2 is definitely several
points ahove No:1i. Bill's article, of course.
topped the issue. " However, I must take up

the cudgel in my defence on a COUPLE of points.
1) I like Judy Garland, especinally after see-
ing the "Wizard of Oz". WHICH DON'T MI$§"""

2) I didn't say "You disgusfing spectacle!"
What I did say was that next time 1'd lock
him cut, or push him in the tath. or both.
Is this a puritan nostril:- e I
3) After the first half dozen games,
Medhurst never beat me 1ga1n at tablie-
tennis. The only person in the S7A

0id Chibbett, and the lagt time we

e lashed I managzed to get arqy with it.
4) Doesn't the taie of the tray prove that I'm
pot highly strung after all?

5) I once took a catarrh course for a couple
of months. which involved the use of two bot-
tles and a nasal douche of indecent design.
That can hardly be calied hypochondriac!!

Wait till I sec-Eric Hopkinn! The Warp and

the Woof indeed!!




Ae ACKERMAN Sooncr. or inler, it ccoms .
s7ery Uan pubiishes his on mag; % somcrody- ~
tike myse lf- - nromptly micknamen. By Gar, T
can soe but one possibility Ffor her. & that's
"Goil"! JCar forbid:/ BrookIliynese for "giri",
y'knoz? Here'as how ] rate your No. 1 Goily,
hoping the marks don't arrvire no nbte U kard
me down: “"Round & About’, ryl in the Centaur -
or 5: "Myatery of Earth" a 7; "Rovu®, an 8
"Sulfering” ty Miguel {oonpsf I mean "Paenn').
aizno 8; Smith's "Funny Biz" avoerage - %: 9 for
the editorial; tors or 20 for Cameron': "Aver
age ¥an’ {(vhich 1 hn e shosen to road aiowud
« tonyt at our mecting!: and n midway mark once
more for Eric Wms® "1 HMeet a Famous Mon»., T
hare on.y one cwiticizn to moke. and that ig
of the editorin] poliicy. it 2cemn rather s 1ib-
eral onc; in {act, notab:.y in the in-stance of
Pauli Fent'ls artinie, T wnrn considaraniy alarmed -
to obsarve no .ess an inercdil .2 innovation
than nonstoparagrnling! T woud pHicad with U -
but eanrneatiy--to ' rut an instant -top to this
sort o thingz. “4An end to this 'progrons v
as that wise Wells ¢haraster Theotocopuiea put
it, "bror it is too iate!l: 1 noted olther evi-.
Adcencez of novacioucnens which, «f not rigidiy
suprcat myt develop into a sort of Ang.ic
Ackermanecse--Foo 4bid! JAlthough in Tnvour of
Ackcrmanese ourco.ves. we munb abinte €y Lhe i
renders’ deecision. Pro or rcont/

JULIAN PARR (again): If. 24 @was rumoured,
D.R.8mith is not D-R.Smith - then he muat be
tzice the genius I think he is. Counid any-
boldy write in hian sty.e; and then. at 2 moment i
notice, in hiz own? :: "Round & ahout" gives me
the Jowdorn on this apring-olicnn of norrespon-
dence on your part. /Meaning the soptiec ieg?/
I suppose if_ I wich you a guick reeovery Garge
#i11 start s lipping, and =0 wiil your lctters .
‘How very very true ! And how they giipped?!/




